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Chinese Fans

Fans wcre first used in China to keep off the dust raiscd by wheels ofa cart or to fan away annoying

pests. Gradually, fans acquired other uses. They became important for court performances, tradi­

tional Chinese operas, and other ceremonies. Artists and poets painted or wrote on them, and the
rich and educated used thcm to show their social standing.

Fans were made out of many different materials including paper, silk, ivory, bamboo, wood,

feathers, and various types ofleaves.
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