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Chinese Opera Masks

Opera is as popular in China as a baseball game might be in the United States. A Chinese opera
brings together many elements to create a magnificent—sometimes rowdy—production. A typical
opera might include songs, an orchestra with a large percussion section, dancing, acting, poetry,
mime, acrobatics, elaborate costumes and headdresses, and unusual and dramatic masks. Every
aspect of Chinese opera is highly symbolic. The audience can tell the actor’s character by the color

of makeup, body language, and pantomime.
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