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, n mountainous areas of Ecuador, in t4e provinces of
Cotopaxi and Thngurahua, people hold a winter fiesta every
year with special costumes and dances in preparation for
planting. The men dance in the streets and plazas to drummed
rhYthms and melodies from flutes called pinguyo and panpipes
calledrondador. They wear painted hats, frequently bowlers,
with coins suspended around the brim. It is an honor to be one
of the danzante, who rent their costumes from the families who
own them.

The fiesta headdresses sit on top of the hats, covering the
curved crown and resting on the brim. They are made of fabric
with a collage of buttons, charms, and ribbons that symbolize
wealth. Feathers and ribbons stream down the back, making a
cola, or tail. In addition to the fiesta headdresses, the dancers
wear masks and costumes embroidered with foil, braid, and
ribbon.




