Bird Puppets
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The bird population of Guatemala is spectacular—over 900
species have been classified. Only 190 are migratory visitors
from the North.

Birds and feathers have been of great ceremonial and
artistic importance in Guatemala since the times of the Mayan
civilization when feathers were often worked into gala and
everyday dress. Bird puppets reflect a reverence for the winged
creatures and are an appropriate and enjoyable way to pass
along information about birds to children. They are made from
sticks, wax, and feathers.

You may want to familiarize yourself with some of the
different Guatemalan birds and their characteristics, then share
the information with your students.

Perhaps the best-known Guatemalan bird is the quetzal, the
national bird. It lives in the high altitudes of Verapaz and is
known for its brilliant green and blue plumage. The quetzal’s
tail is an iridescent red and hangs in a question mark 2 to 3 feet
long. To protect its magnificent plumage, the quetzal makes its
nest with openings on two sides. Because it dies in captivity, the
quetzal has become a symbol of the Guatemalans’ love of
liberty. It is forbidden to capture or kill the quetzal.






